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One would normally assume that there was little, or no, correlation between the issues of loss or
suspension of a medical license and the provisions of the Domestic relations Law but there are no limits to

the ingenuity of our lawmakers.

There is a little known section of the Domestic Relations Law (DLR) which can have significant
impact upon the license of a physician — or — any person who is licensed by the state to conduct one’s
profession. This portion of the law extends to a locality which has the power to authorize the conduct of a

business.

If a person is found to be in arrears of more than four months for child support or combined child
and spousal support a court can order the appropriate disciplinary authority to begin proceeding to suspend
the license of the “offender.” A careful reading of the statute would deny this enforcement if the question
was only regarding alimony (spousal) support or payment. The matter of child support is the important

trigger to the proceeding.

The party who chooses to ignore a summons, etc. with regard to paternity or support may find that the
court has ordered the suspension of the party’s license after reviewing the actions or the licensing board.
The only ray of light offered is that the court, on its own volition, can stay its enforcement for one year if it
determines that it would otherwise cause extreme hardship to the offending party. Quite obviously this would
be the case but one can suspect that this safety net is only there as it would be in the interest of all parties if

the offender could practice and provide income and resolve the underlying issue which caused the ban.



The usage of this provision of the Domestic Relations Law to affect a professional’s license is
one more example of the sword of Damocles which hovers over the heads of anyone holding license to
practice his/her given profession. It is even more troubling because it has no correlation to the actual ability

to practice and serve.
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